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gion, who drew upon Kabir for his doctrines and added to it militant
Hinduism. He offered the olive-branch by respecting the Moslem, suscepti-
bilities, but if that were not accepted, he was equally ready to defend
Hinduism from the Moslem aggression, and thus Sikhism was a direct
result of Islam. It was well known how brave the Sikh was and what
service he had rendered to the British Government. The influence of
Mahomedanism on Hinduism was that it gave rise to Sikhism and it brought
out one of the chief characteristics of the religion, namely, toleration,
in its true light and fulness. When there were no political influences at
work, there was no difficulty about the Hindus and the Mahomedans
living side by side in perfect peace and amity, each respecting the
prejudices of the other, and each following his own faith without let or
hindrance. It was Hinduism that gave Mahomedanism its Akbar, who,
with unerring insight, recognised the tolerant spirit and adopted it himself
in ruling India. Hinduism, moreover, showed its elasticity in that, in
spite of the fierce struggle, the classes as well as a large majority of the
masses were left totally untouched, and Hinduism arose out of the struggle
braced, as we would rise out of a cold bath, with warm glow. The first
shock was, no doubt, severely felt, but the Hindu religion soon asserted
itself. The lecturer also mentioned the Fakirs and the Yogis, and said that
they lived almost the same kind of life, although the former belonged to
the Islamic faith and the latter to the Hindu faith.

At the end of the lecture several interesting questions were put, and the proceed-
ings terminated after the usual vote of thanks.

The third lecture1 of the series will be given next Saturday at 8 o'clock in the
Masonic Temple. The synopsis is as follows: The advent of Christianity in India; com-
parison between Mahomedanism and Christianity as they appeared to the Hindus;
influence of Christianity on Hinduism; a mixture of Christianity and modern or western
civilisation; the direct failure and indirect success of Christianity in India; Ram Mohan
Roy, Keshub Chunder Sen, Dayanand; Theosophy, the Brahmo Samaj and the Arya
Samaj; the state of Hinduism to-day; its vivacity and the secret of its great staying
power.

The Star, 18-3-1905

l The reports of the third and fourth lectures in The Star, if any did appear, are not
available. A summary of the four lectures, however, was later published in Indian Opinion,
Vide "Lectures on Religion", 15-4-1905.